
 
 

    

Information Sheet re the redevelopment of 130 Little Collins Street 

 
 
Why is the Uniting Church redeveloping 130 Little Collins Street? 
 

 In 2014, the Property Board and the Synod Standing Committee (SSC) approved the relocation of 

the Synod-based ministries and operations and committed to a lease at Wesley Upper Lonsdale 

Street.  

 The SSC asked the Property Board to come back to it this year with a business case for the 

disposal of 130 Little Collins Street which would enable financial and mission sustainability into 

the future.  

 This information sheet outlines high level plans following the resolution of the September 2015 

Standing Committee.  

 The redevelopment is not scheduled to begin until 2019, pending the various contractual and 

state government planning approvals. 

What is the plan for the site? 
 

 The following dot points are all predicated on meeting relevant planning processes and approvals. 

 The SSC decided by consensus at its September 2015 meeting to enter into a joint venture 

partnership, which would involve demolishing the seven storey building on site at 130 Little Collins 

Street. 

 The demolition would not take place until the completion of the Wesley Upper Lonsdale 

development, to enable Synod-based ministries and operations to move directly to the new 

offices. 

 The Synod, in partnership with a developer, will construct a mixed use accommodation hotel and 

residential apartment building. 

 At the conclusion of the build, the partner will purchase the accommodation hotel from the Uniting 

Church. 

What are the mission objectives of the development? 
 

 Net proceeds from the redevelopment of 130 Little Collins Street will fund the relocation and 

ongoing lease obligation of Synod-based ministries and operations at Wesley Upper Lonsdale into 

the future. 

 A portion of the proceeds will go to the mission of the wider Church as per the resolution of the 

SSC. The SSC has requested the Property Board, in consultation with BOMAR, to provide it with 

a revised allocation of the proceeds that includes specific allocation ‘for whole of Church mission’.  

 Synod-based ministries and operations will only be moved once minimising cost and disruption. 

 
 
Does 130 Little Collins Street have a particular role in respect to the life and mission of the 
Church? 
 

 All Councils of the Church participate in the whole, which is the Church, therefore each Council 

and all Councils are involved in the life and mission of the Church.  Every council of the Uniting 

Church is partner to and committed into the Church’s life and mission 

 The functions of the building (Church administration and the ministries and mission of 

Commission for Mission, Uniting AgeWell and the Moderator) enable the Synod as a council of 

the Church to carry out the work of the Synod. 



 
 

    

 The Synod’s work as a contribution to the whole of the Church’s life and mission requires funding. 

 The building includes a chapel – used for Christian worship weekly. 

How will the project be funded? 
 

 The Synod will contribute its land to the joint venture partnership, and the developer will fund all 

costs associated with the redevelopment of the site.    

 At the conclusion of the build, the developer partner will purchase the accommodation hotel which 

will de-risk the project. 

How does the UCA fund the relocation and ongoing lease obligation to Wesley Upper Lonsdale 
under this redevelopment project? 
 

 The Church will make net proceeds through the sale of the apartments and the accommodation 

hotel. 

 These net proceeds will be invested and used long-term to fulfil lease obligations relating to the 

Synod-based ministries and operations residing in the Wesley Upper Lonsdale offices and for 

other mission activities of the wider church.  

 
Why is 130 Little Collins St no longer considered suitable for Synod-based ministries and 
operations? 
 

 130 Little Collins Street is reaching the end of its useful life with substantial costs expected to be 

required in the next five years to refurbish the building. In addition, the costs of operation are 

increasing annually. Remaining at 130 Little Collins Street in the long term is not a financially 

sustainable option for the Church. 

 
What are the governance processes relating to this project? 
 

 The project is in its infancy. However the business case for the redevelopment and disposal of 

130 Little Collins Street has undergone internal and external financial, legal and missional 

reviews.   

 The project will continue to operate with a Project Control Group reporting to the Property Board 

which will report to the SCC, ensuring high accountability and single point of ownership. 

 
How will selling the site benefit the church? 
 

 Proceeds reaped from the ultimate disposal of 130 Little Collins Street will support the mission of 

the Church through honouring the lease obligations of Synod-based ministries and operations 

with additional allocation going to the mission of the wider church. 

When are Synod operations expected to move to the Wesley Upper Lonsdale Site? 
 

 The Wesley Upper Lonsdale project is due for completion in mid-2019. It is anticipated that synod-

based ministries and operations will not move from the 130 Little Collins Street site until then. 

I want to know more? 

 If you have more questions relating to this project, members of Property Services are willing to 

answer your questions. For this to happen, please make contact with Julie Foster in the Property 

Unit, julie.foster@victas.uca.org.au.   


