The following is the version of the preamble to the new Strategic Plan (the Vision and Mission section) approved at the 10 September 2015 UCHMB meeting.

1. Vision and Mission 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the good news of Jesus Christ, the Congregation of Mark the Evangelist hears God’s promise of a future reconciliation of all people, which is taking shape in the life of God’s church, and elsewhere. In this promised community things which divide – race, religion, gender, economic standing – will have been transformed into the basis of inclusion and participation; poverty, suffering, sickness will be overcome.
With all of God’s church, the Congregation is called to proclaim the shape of this promised humanity in words which describe it and actions which point toward it. In partial response to this call – with particular attention to the actions which point to our promised future – the Congregation has established UnitingCare Hotham Mission (UCHM), which it operates in partnership with other local congregations and community groups.  UCHM works in partnership with others, including those it serves, towards reconciliation and social inclusion through a range of programs, with particular attention to assisting those in our local community who are most marginalized and in need.
The work of UCHM is an act of thanksgiving. We respond with reconciling, transforming love towards others because we ourselves have been so loved; where appropriate the work of UCHM will be explained in terms of the vision God has given us, just as that vision takes one form in UCHM itself.

